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Enzymes can be pretty fussy; the smallest change can disrupt how they 
work. Let’s explore the factors that influence their activity.
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effect on enzyme activity  
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Initial rate =
𝑦! − 𝑦"
𝑥! − 𝑥"

Initial rate =
25 − 0
5 − 0

25
(cm3)

= 5cm3/s

Enzyme Concentration 
To understand how changing the enzyme concentration affects the rate of a reaction, we first look at an example reaction:  

By conducting this experiment, we find the initial rate of the reaction. We can then repeat the same experiment, 
keeping all the variables the same, except this time we increase the concentration of enzymes. 
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